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LETTER,.A, 
TO THE 


REEMEN OF THE CITY OF 
COVENTRY. 


Inthe subject of ineursumMen’s 
Binthriewtyon that'of Assas- 
sinationyovthatof tne Rrent 
To’ Resist \OPPRession, ..on 
that carr 002 Mew Ns. 


t ent, ‘Sate of Pennsyleania:, North Ame- 
rica, this ase day of Febr uc iy Be 1818, . 


RIBNDS) AND Fraiow Yeow. 
[OTRY MENG oy 5 mt 

singe: I adBivagedahewFoumury- 

ands Labourers of ‘the King- 

, whichowas ow the second ‘of 

pveclining A I81G. (only: fifteen 

ont s dew) what sttanke events 


ve taken’ plate tb: What impri- 


hings, what dungeons, whatgags, 
oy ants sii what ax esy be ewe 
at  idastinigye cwhralt > sdinevideteil | 
ves and children, what trap kiess 
ds streaming! with) blood:! 
d, my friendsy:cayeuithese:! the 
jaye: theserthe ‘promised ef- 
is, of adwenty! five: years! 
“lefrace, as we were told,’ ofen 
BERTIES !0¢) Abe sthesenith 
mi -ed! effeeds of sactifices, pub 
spirit did) valoury suchas nc 
tion: eyer) padevand &xhibit 
‘fore! Are these the b/essings, 
© blessed comforts,” which we 
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‘were promised in peace, as thev€- 
ward of all our sacrifices and-all 
our toils in) war!» During.that 
war, [paid, asd can proveymore 
than tenthousand guineas in taxes ; 
andeachof you; who was.of-the 
age of \many ‘paid, at. the \wery 
least, two hundred and fifty gui- 
neas, in ‘taxes. Many of iyouped 
dare say, paid more dearly: in your 


| persons ; some in length of seryjce 


as soldiers or sailors; some’ with 
yourdimbs; some -have paid with 
their Hyes. The ‘blood: df ethe 
people has flowed in torrentss/aad, 
in torrents also have flowedthe 
tears of fathers, mothers, wives 
and childrens «iso «: ago? 
Jreat as: these'sacrifices: were’; 
.severely ias! they \weve: ‘feltpowe 
thought nothing of them, whilewe 
considered them as the meansiéof 
securing the independenée andli- 
-berties of our country pand while 
ewe had incessantl yo muader tqvour- 
“selves | thes prowise, that’ peute, 
iwhenever it ‘came, should ‘bring 
lus‘and inswre-to us, thé enjoymerit 
of freedom and/of a sufficientyeto 
foed us and cottie us)! Butjapmat 





hawsthe pedee brotigh tous? ‘inane 
has this solemn promisebeon kept ? 
And where are wow thetib 

Jaws, for the preservation of which 

were Caled upowmtoryield War 

earnings “and (toislied ‘our blood ? 
At that Glorious ' Revolution, 
which drove out the me of the 
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whole of us, while, too, itst 
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House of Stuart, and which | observ. e, that, while any. ofus caygm d¢ 
brooght down -justice upon ‘the | be dungeoned at the*pleadure om it | 
miscreant ministers and judges-}Sidmouth or Castlereagh, theme Wh: 
and spies who had been the abet | Lords of one Housé and the Meme #8 #!/ 
tors of that tyrant House ; at that } bers of the other; cannot bevo'dun- ae °! 
Revolution it. was declared in an | geoned ! all t 
Act of the Parliament, that “the| Is it pretended, that the parlia | pet 
‘“‘ Laws of England are the Birth- | ment can make any thing law unde 
“wight of the People of England. ”' | That they ‘can change, at ‘theis viole 
‘What is now become of that Birth- | pleasure, the nature: of sour birth. 4" 
right? Who is it-that can claima fright? My Lord Coxe says, tha the | 
right to take away that Birthright? | they cannot ; for he expressly ajay inher 
And, if it can be taken away, what | that any\Act of parliament, “whielgme *¢¥¢ 
sort of a Birthright is it? Esau | is contrary to Magna’ Charia; it ber 
sold his birthright for a mess of | null and void of itself.” And Ma hh 
pottage ; but we have not sold our | Charta says, that 20 aun: shall offer 
birthright to Boroughmongers or | imprisoned but according to ixfie'®™ 
any body else ; and, my good ho- | course of Law; and dile courit Bor 
nestfriends, we will, in spite ofall | Zaw, means due course of Comme !2S 
obstacles, persevere in our endea- | mon Law, or Law of the: have 
vours, until, with God’s blessing, | and this law requires ‘an’ oath of a 
«we enjoy this our birthright, which | accusation, a specific charge, Mey 4 
Lorp Coxe calls an ‘ English- | confronting of the accuser wie?’ 
“man’s best inheritance.” This} the accused, anda trial, orrelesme 5! 
great Lawyer did not make use of| at the next regular Assizes ort I ha: 
loose expressions. His Book. is| next but one, at farthest. Whage6o™" 
the greatest of all Law-Authori-| is now become of this Law? Wham °°"° 
tids,. When he talked of an éahe- | is become of Magna Charta? 4 line ¢ 
ritance he meant what he said. | why do we talk of it, ifit cane 2° 
And, what,sort of inheritance is| thus set aside at pleasiire? © 
that, which can, at any time, be | parliament doesnot pretend tobi 
taken away fromus? What would|the power of taking away that 
be said of you, or of me, if any of man’s estate. It does not p Was 1 
us-were tocall upon the parlia- | to have the power of altering cours 
“ment to take away, the estates, last will of any man, 1 off i 
which the Lords, or other great jlittle he may be. Can it, | [ha 
ld we-not. be accused of in- inheritance of the mania’ you ¢ 
Getien theimoct adios? But, is | people? Can it have the and-| 
‘heir inheritance, then, more sacred/to take the from t oppre 
than ours? a ol Ra oan Tight 


bers keep. their own birthright 2 No; 
it has. no such legal power. 
Whatever it has done in this way 


isillegal. Its acts of this sort are 
fo'dunae of themselves null.and void;, and 
all the deeds that have been per- 
parliagae petrated, Or mnay be perpetrated, 
under those acts, are deeds of 


violence, for which the parties. will 
have legally to answer, whenever 
the Law of the Land, our “ best 
i iherilance,”’ shall, by our. per- 


Ws 

: i severance, and by God's blessing, 

ria; iq be Tecovered and possessed. 

Ma In the meanwhile, permit me to 

alias offer some observations on the at- 
tempts, which the hirelings of the 


Boroughmongers | have been mak- 
ing to represent all those, who 
have made_a.stand for the recovery 
of our birthright, and.particularly 
Me,,as urging t the people to commit 
assassination. ‘You know well that 
this is false. “You know well, that 
I haye always most airongly re- 
commended . to the, people to 
17 adhere toa a peaceable and orderly 
> joe line of conduct. You know well, 
that I haye ‘taken infinite pains 











Tv to convince the people, that all 
‘obi violence "was. to be avoided, and 
yi that the cae course of petition 
was the oh proper ‘and rational 
ng course. this course has been cut 
off in a great, degree ; ; but, still 
ie. have never recommended any 
ay other ; and thi is, well known te 
of you all. “T shall eat to you by- 
and- -by about the right of reiting 
» oppression, ¥ ich is a8 much a 


"ah sae Bee eee 


oe crpeaney ABR AL. 


1 ** man with a carving-knife.. 
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right, and this I shall clearly prove 
to you; but, first, I ber your at- 
tegtion to what Phave to ‘ay; tipon 
the subject of assassination. And 
here I. must begin by. inserting 
for your perusal an article from 
the Courier of the 28th of Oc- 
tober Jast, and which article, I 
beseech you to read with attention ; 
because, unless you do that, you 
will not be able-clearly to under- 
stand what follows; and, besides, 
to arrive at truih, we ought‘al- 
ways to listen patiently io what 
both parties have to say; and by 
the standard of truth I am alwaye 
willing to be judged. 

* There is another feature in the 
“present times far more alarming 
“and much more disgraceful to the 
“nation: wemean the dold and epen 
‘© manner in which assassination is 
“ constantly recommended in a‘weekly 

“¢ pamphlet, the darling of truitors 
‘Sof EXTENSIVE CIRCULATION, , an 
*WRITTEN WITH VERY 
“ GREAT ABILITY, in a style pe- 
‘¢ culiarly adapted to delude the ig- 
“ norant, to inflame the unwary. Ino 
‘« July last that publication exhorted 
* the people to obtain their rights dy 
“any means ; and to shew that any 
“6 means might be honourable, it quot. 
“ed an instance wherein the Regent 
“6 had knighted a person for stabbing a 
When 
‘¢ Mr. Perceval was assassinated, and 
Bellingham was executed, the same 
“6 publication justified that assassing~ 
“ tion, and asgassination generally, 
“* to a degree the most outrageous and 
sai disgusting. Some persons in Note 
“¢ tingham, too, particularly disgraced 
‘that town upon the Same ocvasio on, 
“ by the display of similar sentiments, 
“aud we naturally | k w od 
‘Brandreth » was ‘not tutored 
WHATS I BTU, A ae 
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“< means, to commit the murder.of ) 
“ which he has beén guilty. Ten’ 
“6 days ago, the pamphlet alluded te 
“ published the most sanguinary ex- 
*¢ horlations that ever came from the 
«press, even of the press of Puris, 
‘¢ during the time of Robespierre. — tt 
“« contained tists,of proscriptions, with 
“calls for blood! blood! tn every 
** page. ‘This is not a new feature in 
«€ the preductions of the writer, who 
‘¢ finds others cau publish with impu- 
“ nity, what he dare write, but dare 
“got stand responsible for, and 
“who bravely gives his name to 
“ the world, while he takes his car- 
‘Secase into safety across the Allan- 
“tic, This is pot a new feature in 
“ the writings of that person, though 
it grows hideously frightful with 
“age. During the Peace of Amiens, 
‘“* he advised the assassination of Buo- 
“ naparte, saying, Frenchmen should 
* attack the First Consul with another 
“Cinstrument than a pen. In_ the 
“Parliamentary Debates it may be 
“ seen, that Mr. Fox pronounced this 
“ 4 most atrocious excitement to the 
* assassination of a Sovercign with 
“hom we were at peace, and that 


“¢tibel, he should most undoubtedly 
“* pronounce the. writer guilty. But 
*’ we live in other fimes. With the 
"Habeas Corpus Act suspended, such 
eee tous go fourth as quietly and 
‘regularly as the postman, such is 
“the tyranny under which we live! 
“6 _—Mr, Fox! he. was an ignorant 


“ though Parliament passed, at his in- 


‘© called a Libel Bill. . This is a, more 
“enlightened age. As Lord Grea- 
“ ville would say, talk of such things 
“ ¢ at this time o’ day” We have 
Lawyers far more enlightened upon 
**fibels than Mr. Fux even was, anc 
*€ they cannot. discover a libel for the 
“* goul of them. Libels are very (rou. 
§* biggome things to. prosecute ; suc, 
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“were he on a Jury trying itasa 


“‘man: he knew ‘nothing of libels, 


“ stance, some silly sort of a thing 
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attention, much party opposition ; 
“ae Jury may not give a verdict of 


*¢ guilty, aod alawyer who has any 
“ character to lose for knowledge of 
“law, may lose it. We have had 
6 periodical publications called the 
‘* Spectator, the 7 utler, the Guardian, 
“ &c. aud we'now have weekly pub. 
“ fications called the Whig, the Eng. 
“* lishman, the Observer, &c.3 but 
“+ we never, fill one man appeared 
‘6 among us, who introduced the Ame. 
rican custom of writing under his 
“ real name, had any publication en. 
“ titled to be called * The Assassin’ 
‘¢ And if assassinations are committed 
‘in the manufacturing districts: by 
“ignorant deluded men, .who vend 
“ that work, and think themselyes 
$6 Reformers, whom should we blame 
“ most? The writers of such @ work, 
** the public officers whe -penmit it, or 
“the deluded men? Respecting the 
‘S impunity of such a work, we may 
“say with Junius, *Good men cat. 
“not believe it, wise aen ‘cannot 
** account for it, and. religious men 
6 “make it the last effort of their faith 
© not to réepine at Providence?” " 


Now, my good friends, the first 
thing that I, who am here at neat- 
ly four thousand miles from the 
spot; the first thing that I learn 
from this article, paid for. by Cor- 
ruption, is, thatshe has discovered, 
all of a sudden, that the ** Tzo- 
| ‘* nenny.trash,”’ as the Borough: 
| mongers used to call jt, is “ writ- 
tenwith very great ability” ! And, 
I also find, that, though at this 
distance, what I write here has, i0 
England, an “ extensive cérculo- 
tion.” After this I. can censole 
myself for the reproach of thi 

pute 








“a prosecution excites much public 





hired man, when he imputes 
retreat to cowardice. He com: 
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ion’; Me “ carcaseacross the Atlantic ;"’ and 
t of ME and well he may! For, if § had 
any H not so done, my. writings would 
ts not now have had that “ extenszve 
‘the HE “ circulation,’ which is one of the> 
lian, HM subjects of his alarm; or, rather, 
* of the alarm of Corruption,. whom 
bat ME 1 wake. tremble. from. a. distance 
ared @ five hundred times farther than 
(me. MH she can hear, the thunders of hea- 
, Me ven. ope 

sin As to the charge, that I have 
itted BR ever recommended, or justified, 
» by assassination, what can be, more 
eM TD false! If had, done it in, the 
lame case of Mr. BenLinGcuam, when 
ok, Be he killed Penorvan,. what, pre- 
ag vented my being prosecuted, seemg 


that I was then not only in Eng- 


i land, but. dzeprison,; so that 1 was 
not perfectly . under the claws. of the 
fi, We Attorney General ? If it, was done 
” in the. Number .of; the. 18th of: 
Git October last, which is the Regis- 
oat. Me (cr alluded to, why was not, that 
the WE Number prosecuted? But, thefact 
oarn We © aSyoumay see, thatnosentiment 
Cor: Me Of thersort, is contained in that 
red, We Number, .. What, does {he map 
igo Me ean, then, by “ lists of proscrip- 


igh: “tion and calls, for blood |. bload! 


orit- We | 1b. every page” 2) In that Num- 
ind, fae Yer L do, indeed, give an account 
this HE Of the base: attempts of this..same 
g, in hired man, Stewart, and of, Wal- 


ter, Castles and others.to, take 
away the life. of Mr. Hunt and 


other innocent,men 5, L.exhort.smy 
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Fela 1 pmol to...forget these 
things. iI Sopnentlisbrsseel sae je 
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containiig the names Of all per- 
sons, judges, juries, | witnesses, 
members, every body, who-has 
acted any conspicuous part, good 
or bad, since the passing of the 
Gag aud Dungeon Acts, but with- 
out stating any opinion, in the 
said book, as to the merits or de- 
merits, of the parties. In short; 
merely to. make a. beok.of all the 
actors, good or bad, in order, 
that, at.a fulure day, we may haye 
the. best possible chance of legally 
obtaining. justice. And this is 
what the hired man calls making 
out “lists of proscription and 
death!’ I only want the conduct 
of every actor lo be remembered ; 
and, why should the hired man or 
his employers be axgryat this? 
I most anxiously, wish my own 
conduct .to be well remembered. 
Why does he wish Ais to be for- 
gotten? Corruption says, that 
all that: hasbeen done against 
the. people is right, just, lawful ; 
quite constitutional , quite hie 
mane; all for our good; praise- 
worthy in» the highest degree. 
Very, well, then, why is she so 
angry at the prospect, of seeing 
the. Books which would centain 
the names.of the worthies? Her 
anger avises from her modesty, I 
suppose, She loves to d 

By ste alth He) would vate 
find that Her kind and = 
acts were recorded in ‘ibook! 


must, my ey ao the —- 
of her —— 


‘~ 
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But, you will see. my fri< ends, | There was a Frenchman, Whose 
that I am here aceused, upon the | | name was .Wehée de la Toucke, 
authority of Mr. Fox, of having | who came over to England in the 
in 1803, or, during the Peace of} spring of 1803, not long before the 
Amiens, published a passage, in- | war was re-kindled. This map 
stigating Frenchmen to assassinate | _who afterwards appeared to tie’ an 
Buonapirté ‘The accusation was | ‘emissary of Buonaparté, came to 
false ; but, true or false, the pas- | ime, under the pretence at first, of 
sage was written by the Right Ho- | having discovered a nem mode of 
eh AE e William Elliot. who, in | teaching the French language, with 
return for tolerable good speeches | ‘regard to which he wantei my 
that [ used to make out for him,! opinion and advice. He talked 





ral 





m! 











hes 








mere 


used to treat me, now-and-then, 
to a senseless bit of a paragraph, 
or a suggestion, which it was not 
very easy to refuse; and this fact 
I state as an illustration of that 
wentleman’s gratitude, when, Iasi 
winter, he talked of “ the Weekly 
Venom.” But, the Courier 
forgets another thing, which took 
place during the peace of Amiens, 
relative to Buonaparté. Mr. Pex 

T1ER, a Frenchman, who publish- 
ed in London, a Periodical Work, 
in French, put forth a poem, call- 


| 


very furiously ageinst Buonaparté, 
and at last, said, that he knew how 
he might be destroyed. 1 re ated, 
the next day, to Mr. Winpuay, 


what Menée had told me. Mr. 
WinDHAM advised me to hare 
nothing to do with him, or to sy 
tohim. Therefore, MEHEE never 
saw me any more, though he called 


at my house several times. 


‘The war broke ouf, and soon 
after that, it was discovered, that 


_MeuEe had gone from Englani, 


and had been co-operating with our 





ing upo:: the people of France to kill Envoys abroad, Mr. Draxe and 
Buonaparté. The French Am- Mr. Spencer Smita. Menti, 
bassador complained of this. Mr. who was faithful to his employer, gam 
Peltier was prosecuted by the betrayed these two cunning ae 
Attorney General, Perceval, and Envoys; and a grand exposufe _ 
he was defended by Sir James, took place. The French govert- et 
M‘Inrosn as ably every bit as, ment got all the letters of Drake Me °°” 
poor Brandreth was defended by | and Smith ; it detected and arrest- Dra 
Cross. Mr. Peltier was found} ed Pichegru and others. It made Proc 
guilty; but he NEVER WAS/a collection of the proofs, and oo 
BROUGHT UP FOR JUDG- | Talleyrand laid them al) before that 
MENT, and a hair of his head! the Ambassadors of all the Pow: saben 
‘Hever was touched! , ers of Europe, and before the Dra 
“This, “however, ‘was nothing to | American Ambassador. And, 2 pit 





what happened soon afterwards. 


these Ambassadors expresggd theit 
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ORROR at the conduct off 


rake and Smith. But, all these 
mb:ssadors must, to be sire, 
» been deceived in supposing, 
hat Drake and Smith were in an 
sassinalton plot, seeing that 
these two Gentlemen were never 
ensured at home, though or- 


fam, at this moment, two 
hundred miles from my house in 
Long Island. Of course, I have 
not my doeks at hand, or I would 
state these matters more in detail. 
However, [ have, I should think, 
said enough to convinee Corrup- 
tion, that sHe has gained nothing 





fered to gutt the courts at which 


That such . 


by referring me back to the Peace 


they resided, and seeing that the | of Amiens. 
pation pays them good thump. | 
ling pensions fo this hour as “‘ late | 
4 . > Sa °° 
* foreign ministers. 


Now, as to my opinions abdut 
assassination, | should not need 
to say any thing in addition to 


pious and humane men as Lords | what was said in my Letter to 


: Perceval and Mr. Charles Yorke 
Pshould have employed Menfe to 


pontrive the assassination of Buo- 
daparté at the very moment when 


they had just caused Mr. PELTIER ) 
to he tried for having recom- 


mended such assassination, : ap- 
pears, to be sure, quite mon- 


strous. To be guilty of hypocrisy 


and perfidy like’ this would place 


them many degrees above the 


Devil ; and yet, on the other hand, 
how are we to account for Meheé’s 
going directly from England to the 
borders of France, and there to be 
with Drake and Smith? © Of this 
we are certain, that the’ French 
government distinctly accused 
Drake and Smith of the plot, and 
produced what it asserted to be 
proofs in their own hand writing; 
that no defence, or denial, was 
ever published on the part of, 
Drake and Smith; and that they 
are now both on the English Pen- 


Sonlist, 


Sidmouth and Liverpoo!, and as |Witserrorce, No. 32 of Vol. 
| 32, published in London on the 


15th of November last; but, this 
attack of Corruption has awakene 
ed new ideas upon the subject. 
Before we determine whether a 
thing be right or wrong, we ought 
to come to a clear understanding 
as to what the thing is What, 
then, is assassination? What is 
‘this thing, about which there is so 
much talk? The people of Eng- 
land will well remember, that 
when Mr. Pratt was hurt, or 
said to be hurt, by young Watson, 
he was said to have been ASSAS- 
SINATED, and young Watson 
was called AN ASSASSIN for 
months, and is, by Corruption’s 
press, socalled tothis day ; though 
Mr. Puarr is alive and: merry, 
and is, I see, petitioning the City 
of London to grant him a sumof 
money for the public services, which 
he performed by being assassi- 
nated! When I was at Havrede 





Grace, about twenty-six years 
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ago, | saw a great crow d, and, 
from the midst of it, [ heard a 
female voice crying: ‘¢ On m’assas~ 
“ sine! On massassine!”’ Being 
pretty tall and strong, and young 
enouph to adventure in the res- 
cuing of a 
being. assassinated, 1 made m) 
way through the throng; when, 
to my utter astonishment, [ found 
it was an old bawd, whom the 
beadle was whipping for having | 
kidnapped a country girl! Heace 
T learnt, that, in female French, 
assassination means a smart firking 
with some knotted string tied on 
to the end of a stick. ‘There isa 
figure of rhetorick, which is called 
the hyperbole, and which, in plain 
English, means falshood. Thus 
we say, that a girl’s teeth are like 
ivory and her bosom like snow ; 
that her cheeks are so much more 
beautiful than the rose and. her 
arms so much fairer than the lily; 
that, when she approaches, those 
flowers hang their heads, with 
shame and mortification. These 
are falshoods, though, at about 
we. almost. believe 
them to be truths: Equsily. false 
would it be to say, that the 
hearts of the Boronghmoncgers and 
those of Stewart and Oliver are.as 
black as soot; for, there can be no 
doubt that they are red, like the 
hearts of other people. These 
falshoods; however, are harmless. 
TPhey deceive nobody ; but, when 
this figure of speech hd- been so 
much used by anyone as for him to 
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woman in the act of 
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employ it not.as a figure, butas, 
reality, then it beeomes mischiey. 
ous; and into this habit Corpup. 
tion seems to have fallen with re. 
gard to the use of the word. assay. 
sination. Wence it is that she de. 
scribed Mr. PLar as having been 
assassinated, and that she noy 
talks of my urging the people to 
commitacts of assassination, when 
[ only urge them lo make a bool: to 





record the names of all the actors 
'in the present scenes in England, 
Before we quit Mr. Puatr for 
| ever, let us endeavour, to do him 
justice. Isaid, atihe time, and] 
have frequenily said it sinee,. that 
I did not believe that he was hit 
by any charge of a_ pistol, .or that 
he was ever seriously hurt; and, 
now I say, that Lan convinced, that 
that opinion was. correct. He 
escaped over a high wall after hav- 
ing been assassinaled. , He was 
said to be mortal/y wounded... He 
did not die. I cailed, at the time, 
for some surgeon’s certificate. None 
appeared. His friend, the Cou: 
RIER, told us, from time to time, 
that the wound discharged a great 
deal. As we came pouring on with 
petitions for reform, the wound 
mace more aad more copious dis- 
charges. When Preston, and his 
companions came to. be tried at, the 
Old Bailey, the wound began.dis: 
charging again. When Hooper 
Was acquitted at the Old Bailey, 
the wound discharged prodigious’ 


ly and when the braye Cashmaa 
was ha nged it poured “a 1 Like, the 
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I is nota killing in war, or in 
| sell-defence, for that is justifiable 
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mouth of a common sewer. It 
kept discharging upon every im- 
portant occasion for many nionths. 
[ts last discharge was during the 
trial of Dr. Watson; but, hav- 
ing discharged in vain upon that 
occasion as well as upon the oc- 
casion of Mr. Wooler’s Trial, it, 
all of a sudden, dried up; and, 
out comes the murdered, the as. 
ed, Mr. Parr in the cha 


of a petitioner for mo- 


SaSsilia 
racter 
ney to compensate him for his 
assassination’ ‘The City has, it 
seems, rejected his petition; but, 
if Corruption do not give hima 
place upon some of her lists, she 
must be a most ungrateful hag ; 
for, 1 will venture to say, that his 
wound, with its gapings and dis- 
chargings, lias served her wore es- 
sentially than Oliver, Castles, 
Stewart, Stoddart, Wm. Gifford 
aud Southey all put together. 

By perceiving what assassina 
tion is not, we make an approach 
ns perceiving what itis, It 

s, then, a killing of some person. 


homicide ; it is not a killing by ac- 
cident, or in error, or uninten- 
tionally, or from sudden impulse 
proceeding from provocation, and 
immediately succeeded by sorrow, 
for this is manslaughter ; it is a 
killing premeditated, and so is 
murder » but besides this, it.is a 
killing, performed slyly, and not 
lo get at or secure property 1 in any 
shape, but ‘to satisfy a, feeling of 
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revenge, or hatred, and which feel- 
ing is in itself w»jest either alto- 
we thee or indegree. Thus, when 
stabs, or shoots, another 
vecause he suspects him of unlaw- 
ful commerce with his wife, as is 
frequently the 


an assassination. 


a math 


case in Italy, it is 

In short, assas- 
i killing from feelings 
of private revenge, when the feel- 
invs of revenge are unjust, and 
WiTEN (supposing the feelings 
themselves to be just) the LAWS 
AFFORD ‘THE oer OF 
REDRESS: and it is a s/y and 
secret killing; for, rained the 
killer ventures his own life, and 
cannot be 


sination is 


called an assassin, ac- 
cording to the sense in which that 
word has always been used 
England, where, thank God, ‘the 
iced has, until oflate, seldom been 
imputed to any body. ‘The very 
idea of assassinalion 1s new to 
the mass of the people of Eng- 
land, and it has been introduced 
to their minds by the conscious 
guilt of the Boroughmongers and 
their sples and writers, who are, 
indeed, hoth writers and spies. 
None of the writers, or speakers, 
ou the side of the people, have 
ever proposed, or talked of assas- 
sinalton, or of hilling of any sort, 
Why, then, are the Corrupt afraid 
of being killed? Why isthe flee- 
ing thief afraid of every moving 
thing that. he sees in the night? 
Why.do, robbers and murderers 
see, halters and giblets in. their 
sleep? 
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Of assassination, therefore, it 
becomes us all to entertain the 
utmost degree of horror Indeee, 
it is a thing that Englishmen have 
no conception of, Their node of 
seeking revenge for private inju- 
ries is open and manly. They do 
not stab their enemy in the dark, 
like the gloomy Italian slave. But, 
as to the combatting, the attacking, 
the resisting of Oppressors, that is 
another matter, and of that mat- 
ter I will now speak to you very 
free] 

To RESIST OPPRESSION is 
a RIGHT. It must be a right 
belonging to all mankind; and, 
those who acknowledge that they 
possess it not, must also acknow- 
ledge themselves to be upon a 
level with the brute creation; 
they must acknowledge themselves 
to be the mere property of others 
Nay, if a man give up his right to 
resist oppression, he puts himself 
far beneath the brutes; for, strike 
a dog and he will bite, if he can. 
The bull is not baited without 
resistance; the horse will kick if 
you use himill; the fowls will 
peck at you; and “tread upon a 
* worm, it wil! turn,” if it can do 
nothing else. The doctrine of 
non-resistance, therefore, places 
those who subscribe to it below 
the brute and even below the 
worm. 

Indeed, what can be so mon- 
strous as to suppose, that a whole 
people are bound, or can be bound, 
either legally or in conscience, fo 
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and reptiles, do resist, and, if they 
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submit quietly to any thing and t] 
every thing that those who happen FP 
to be possessed of power may be W 
able todo to such people! If the di 
Congress of this country were to er 
pass what they might call a law to gC 
order all husbands to cutoff their e 
wives” breasts, must the hus- Ar 
‘bandsobey? {fthey wereto pass I as; 
what they might call a law, au- in 


thorizing a band of ruffiaus to go 
and take away one half of every 
man’s money, goods, and estate. 
Must the people submit? Wonld 
it be criminal to resist this band of 
rufians? If, violating the funda- 
mental laws of the land, the Con- 
gress were to send ruffians to seize 
whomsoever they pleased and to 
cram the seized parties into ca 
verns in the woods, there to he kept 
at discretion, and, if an American, 
so seized, or attempted to be 
seized, were to kill the ruffians, 
would he be thought an assassin oF 
a murderer? And, if the son of 
a father so seized, seeing no hope 
of redress in any other way, were 
to go and stab, or shoot, the em 
ployers of the ruffians, would such 
son be an assassin or a murderer? 
If he would, then would the pe 
ple of America be far, véry far, 
beneath the beasts that perish 
They would be the property of the 
Congress. They would be li 
stock property, deprived’ of the 
rights of beasts; for, asl observed 
before, beasts, and even insect 
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do hot always infliet vengeance, 
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d they seldom fail to shew their just 
n ' resentment of ill-usage. When 
be we see a man ill-treating any 
re dumb creature, and when the 
to creature, in return, gives him a 
to gore, a kick, or a bite, do we not 
‘ir exclaim,’ ** that serves him right” 2 
lie And yet, are we to call a people 
188 assassins, if they take vengeance, 
U- in the only way left in their power, 
g0 of a Congress that should have 
ry violated all law, and sent forth 
te. i ruffians to rob and seize and in- 
ld #% carcerate and kill the people? 
lof #% Sevr-preservatTion is the first 
da- law of nature: and, the Laws of 
on- i oevery country conform themselves 
iz Peto this principle. If my house be 
ito # onmfire, and I, in order to save my 
cae fi /ife, jump out of my window and 
cept HR fall, or alight, upon some very 
can, [Me Yaluable thing of my neighbour, 
be he ean, though he be thereby 
ans, ruined, recover mo damage from 





mor Me me, seeing that the jump was ne- 
n of MB cessary to save my life. Accord- 
hope Me ing to the ancient Law it was not 
were Mm ‘eemed theft, if a man took from 
em Me another food to prevent himself 
such Me from starving. SELF-DEFENCE 
rer? Z's, according to the laws otf every 
peo Me country, held to be nat only legal 
; far, HM but /audable ; that is to say, self- 
ish. Me defence against unlawful violence. 
yf the BE And, if the Congress were to pass 
-tiee« BR thing called a law, which would 
f the Meeend forth ruffians to violate all 
erved MB the fundamental laws of the land, 
nsect® HP Would you call the people of 
they B® America assassins, or MURDERERS, 
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in self-defence, should resist, and 
in resisting, kill these ruffians? 
If you would, then there is an end 
to all notions of liberties and 
rights and laws: the mass of the 
people are beneath the brute 
creation, and their’ masters may 
starve, beat, or kill them at plea- 
sure. Talk of blasphemy, indeed! 
What blasphemy is so horrible as 
that of pretending that a few men 
havea divine right to treata whole 
people like beasts, and that, if 
the people resist, and, in resisting, 
kill those who would kill them, 
such people are assassins 2 

Oh, no! my friends, “ man- 
“ kind,” as Jonge BLAcK*‘TONE 
observes in his Commentaries, 
‘ mankind are not thus to be in- 
** sulted.” God is not thus to be 
blasphemed by imputing to him 
the settled design of filling the 
world with rational beings, in 
order that they might be treated 
and considered as brutes. In my 
letter to WitBerForce, I asked 
that piece of surprizing sanctity, 
whether he regarded Moszs, 
Jenu, and JAgEL as assassins. 
The first killed an Egyptian tyrant 
and buried him in the sand. The 
second tumbled Queen Jezebc! 
from a window, and dogs licked 
her blood, because, because what ? 
Because she had contrived to take 
away Naboth’s life by the means 
of FALSE WITNESSES, and 
(mark the fact!) on a pretended 
charge of BLASPHEMY! Jarx 





'f they; for gelf-preservation and 





drove a nail through the head of a 
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cruel tyrant while he slept; and, 
for this act, “ blessed was Jael 
‘* amongst women.’ Were these 
celebrated persons assassins 2 Are 
Moses and Jehu and Jael amongst 
the damned? Let us hear an an- 
swer to these questions. Let us 
have.a Jes, or a No; or let the 
advocates for the divine right ot 
oppression hold their blasphemous 
tongues. 

But, what says the history, what 
say the laws, of our own country, 
as to this richt toresis’ oppression? 
General Was'ington’s character 
is frequently extolled even in the 
Houses of Parliament ; yet, whai 
an assassin was he, if resistance of 
oppression be nota righi! How- 
ever, to come nearer home: to 
come quite home, is not the king 
an Usurper and are we not all re- 
bels, if this be not a right? And 
was not the “ Giorious Revolu- 


“tion’’ a most foul and wicked 


rebellion? These facts are so no. 
torious, that it seems unnecessary 
to siate them. Let us coine, then, 
to something more specific and 
precise. 

King James the Second violated 
the fundamental laws of the land; 
that is to say, his advisers, his 
eounsellors, his abettors, did it; 
for, as to Aimse/f, he did not, op. 
press the people with his own 
hands. . There was a conspiracy 
against hum; and, the result, the 
just and happy result ; that he and 
his family were set aside for ever, 
and the present family were ap- 











pointed to supply their, place, 


nan 
The means made use of were, - 
conspiring aguinst him, and, finally, & rig 


bringing over foreigners to assist TR iwe 
the people of England te. fight & tior 


against him and his army. . These J the 
were the means; and were the Hf, 
persons engaged ip this under. Hot 
taking assassins? Before things & wij\ 


came to this pass, dreadful acts HF pam 
were committed upon the people, & of 
The bloody Judges were at work, I she 
for along while, with their haltes IF He 
and. gibbets and axes... They 
carried death and,. destructiog 


four 
| exer 















about in their train. Juries were J trea 
packed and sheriffs were bribed. Loft 
Sir Tuomas Armstrong, wher Bihis 
condemned by the bloody Jar Bripp 
Ferigs, said, My blood. be upon Bi bette 


your head!’ —** Let it! Let it!” 
caid JEFFERI es, .** TD am clamowr: 
‘‘ proof.’ But, this ruffian, who 
had risen, at last, from /2ecorder 
of London to be Lord Chancellor, 
escaped, in the end, that gibbet 
on which he had put so many iv 
nocent men, only because the. peo 
ple, too impatient for vengeance, 
kicked and cuffed him to, death 
Were these people assassins 00 
as well as all the Lords and_all 
the Gentlemen, who assisted, ia 
bringing in king William ? 

Aiter this, Revolution had, taken 
place, there were men to contend, 
that it was unjustifiable; that the 
right of the Stuarts was dive) 
and that the right to resist opprée: 
sion could never exist, .ADoclot 
of the Church of Eagland, who 
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| of this right? Was a man to have 
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name was SACHEVEREL, preached | 
asermon, in'which he denied this 
right; and though this was about | 
twenty years after the Revolu- | 
tion, he was impeached for this by | 
the House of Commons, tried, | 
found guilty, and punished by the | 
| House of Lords. In the reign of | 
William and Mary, a printer, | 
named ANDERTON, Was accused | 
‘of printing a pamphlet, in which | 
the right of resistance was denicd. 
He was tried for high treason, 
‘found guilty, condemned, and 
executcd. What! was it high 
_ treason, then, to deny the existence 


is head cut off and his bowels 
Tipped out and his quarters gib- 
betted’ for denying this right, in 
1698;3° and’ is it now a crime to 
say, that resistance of oppression 
bk a right? | could appeal, my 
friends; to writers of the highest 
ame; I could appeal to the 
Writers on politics and law; I 
ould appeal to speeches of Lords, 
ommoners, and Kings; but, | 
hoosé rather to appeal to these 
lemn and awful decisions of the 
igh Court of Parliament, and of 
he Court of King’s Bench. 

[tis clear, then, that, not only 
lature, reason, common justice, 
ommon sense, say that this right 
ust be possessed by every peo- 
le, but that it is distinctly 


laimed and established by the 
aws and usages of England. The 
jtestion, therefore, as far as re- 


ought this right NOW to be EX- 
ERCISED by the people of Eng- 
land?) As against the Ainge, or 
Royal Family, 1 say distinctly, 
that, in my opinion, it oweht not ; 
because. I can trace to their will 
And, I'do 


not say, that the tight ought to 


no ac's of oppression. 


be now exercised at all; because, 


' Tam not present to know what is 


the precise state of things, and 
because I ought to urge nobody to 
run risks that [ ain not present to 
share. I say, therefore, upon this 
point, what JupbGe BLACKSTONE 
says; and that is, that the right 
to resist oppression always exists, 
but that those who compose the na- 
tion at any given time must be left 
to judge for themselves when op- 
pression has arrivcd at a pitch to 
justify the exercise of such right. 
If, however, I were disposed to 
retaliate on the Cournten, I could 
here make a triumphant use of 
his appeal to MR. FOX. He 
appeals to the wisdom and justice 
of that gent’eman against me; 
but, he appears to have forgotten, 
that, when the Habeas. Corpus 
Act was suspended under Pitt, 
Mr. Fox. distinetly declared, in 
his place in Parliament, that RE- 
SISTANCE was, from that mo- 
ment, A QUESTION OF PRU- 
DENCE; that is to say, that the 
state of things jestified the excrcise 
of the right, and that the ‘only 
question for the people “was, 
whether it was prudent for them 





ates to our ‘present purpose is, 


to enter upon that exerciset 1 
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have not the parliamentary de- 
bates at hand; but, I pledge my 
word, that this statement ts, as to 
all its meaning, perfectly correct. 
Well, then, if Mr. Fox was a 
wise and just man, and a Joyal 
subject; and, ifhe thoughtand said, 


that Resistance would have been | 


just and proper, because the dun- 
geon measure was adopted ina time 
of war and almost of ¢rvasion ; 
what would that +ise and just 
man have said zow, when the same 
measure is adopted in a time of 
profound peace with all the world, 
and that, too, at the end ofa 
tweiity-five years of expence and 
of blood in DEFENCE OF OUR 
LIBERTIES? 

However, leaving my country- 
men to act according to their own 
well-weighed opinions, I am, from 
the present impressions of my 
mind, for exhausting first every 
resource of means morc genile in 
their nature; and, it is of some, 
orrather, of one, of those means, 
that it remains for me to speak to 
my countrymen in general, and 
especially to you, the Freemen of 
the City of Coventry. 

You will, at once perceive, that 
it is my intention to offer myself 
to you as a person to represent you 
én parliament; but, the motives of 
that offer; the grounds upon which 
[ proceed in making it; the hopes 
which I should entertain as to the 
effects of its succe-s; these must 
be the subject of a future Letter: 
and, in the meanwhile, I remain, 
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with a heart and mind which uo on 
scenes of happiness and no pro. of 


spects of gain can ever, for one 
inoment, withdraw from a deyo. 


i5. 


iion to the liberties, the happiness mt 
and the honour of England, ‘ 
Your faithful friend, ! i 

and obedient servant, pal 

Wm. COBBETT. " 

a - 


P.S. It will be seen by the date of hin 
this letter, that I am 200 miles from phe 


home. 1 have been at Harrisburgh, HR tha 


which is the scat of government it a are 
I shall return to that I 
place in a few days; and I may not Pleni 
be at home before the end of thi J Som 


The business fam upon isol to, 


Pennsylvania. » for 





month. 


a nature very interesting to'the people HR dun, 
of this country, and also to the pet’? Be "epe 
of England.—I have just read, iv a: 9 acta 
American newspaper, a very shot! Mi peor 
account of Mr. Hone’s acquittal ons I selve 


charge of BLASPHEMY. This ba Bi ¢ry. 


given me great pleasure. There wai Mm thing 
no more of blasphemy in the public i Bea 
tion, than there was of’ witchcraft; He mati 
and our grandchildren will ‘be asto- MM *!tug 
nished, that any man was found what 
destitute of shame as to pretend b MF do n 
think the thing blasphemous. “Ca¥ mS? 4 
ninc and Mr. Geoares Exxis and Mt. 4 P 
Frere, ‘through their tool, Wri.ia™ 10 wa 
Girroxp, published, in their ne* lation 

own 


paper (which was set up and paid for 


out of the public money ) a parody on that j 
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one of the Psalms, which is the word | the THING does not know what te 
of od, and not of man, as the Liluny to be at. [f the THING were wise, it 


| js. But, besides this, CAnNine’s pa- | would, however, take the sid: of the 


rody contained monstrous abuse ‘of Revolutionists; but the THING is 


| the late Duke of Bedford and others ;' foolish. I wonder what the THING 


whereas Mr, Hone’s parody contained | has said to my Petition to the Prince 
abuse of nobody. Yet Cannina’s| Regent! How it would make the 
parody was so far from being prose- | foolish THING stare! The THING 
cuted, that it was circulated at the | waits patiently, it says, for the effects 
public expence, and Wititam Grr-| of “ the healing hand of time.” Poor, 
roxd had a good fat sinecure given | foolish THING! It cannot see yet, 
him for being the agent in the bjas-| then, that ¢eme is its greatest enemy ? 


phemous werk.—lI sce an intimation, | Verily it is a very silly as well as a 


; that some of the Dungeoned people | very wicked THING !—As to * the 
| are to be released. Perhaps this is to | ‘¢ revival of prosperity,” about which 
P form a ground for a confidence is the | there will have been so much said Be- 





denient disposition of the dungeoners! | fore this time, it is all deception. Te 


| Some trick, or shift, will be resorted | be sure the misery after a good crop 


to, I dare say, for continuing the | will be a little less than after a bad 
duageon Bili in full force. A short | one. But, restoration to prosperity 
repeal, perhaps, and then a new en- | there can be none, until a great change 
actment. I hope, that the dungeoncd * take place with regard to the amount 
people, if let out, will not suffer them- ‘of the taxes and their distribution. 
selves to be frightened out of the coun. | Until this take place the national mi- 
try. They have seen the worst of the | sery must be on an average unabated. 


thing, they may be assured. It must | —Iam aware, that the Parliament may 


mead, or go to pieces.—The Procla- | have been dissolved, and the General 


mation of neutrality with regard to the | Election-all over, before this reaches 


struggle in South America is just; England. That will make no difier- 
what I expected. The THING (i 
do not know what to call it!) cannot | dress to you 26 Ketters, and mark 





ence in my proceedings. I intend toad. 


— 


£0 fo war any more. It cannot help | them from A to Z. I rely upon that 
the Petticoat gentleman without going | lime, which the THING thinks is at 
to war; and it cannot help the Revo-| work for it. One half of the Bo- 
lutionists without blowing up all its | roughmongers, who are now forty, 
own principles about Legitimacy ; | will have been killed by their gluttony 
that is to say, Divine Right ! So that | and drunkenness and debauchery, be- 
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fere I shall be an old man. So that I 
am in 2o Aurry about the maiter, es- 
pecially as we have now sucha flue 
string of chances before us —I see, 
that our old friend, Perky, does vot 
know very well what to be at. He 
professes still to stick to the principles 


”" bat, 


of the *‘ immortal Mr. Fox ; 
he does not say a word about Mr. 
Fox's exhortation to resist oppresston. 
That is too delicate-a matter, [ sup- 
pos’? And “ir. Perxy is a most de- 


He, in one of his 


papersgin November, congratulates his 


licaie zeatioman. 


readers on ** the tmprovemenf! in 

“ revenuc.” What a wise-acre it is! 
Just as if the revenue had not been 
improving for these 25 years, till, at 
last, it has so improved as to fall 
15 millions a year below the erpen- 
@iure, accordins to the Minister’s 
confession, and 25 milfions according 
to the real fact, as I wil} most clearly 
prove to my intended const’ 
In 1814, when there was a Whig- 


Meeting, in Hampshice, fo pefition 


Yor the repeal of the Property Tax, 


I, seconded by Mr. Hunt, proposed 





od ors Gntered at Strtioners’ Ha 
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| to add a prayer for reducing the army, 
the salaries, the pensions, and the in. 
terest of the Debt, cal'ed national. 
The Whigs rejected this; but, we told 





| them then, that one of these things 
must be: first, that the Property Ta: 
mut continue in Peace; or, second, 
that the interest of the Debt, called 
naiional, must be reduced; or, third, 
that there must be loans tn time of 
peace. —This last has Been adopted. 
But, TD will not antici; ate the sub) ct 
| of my futire Letters te you, my friends 
of Coventry, in which Letters T will 


make ail ihese matters as clear as the 





acts of Cor: ation, which have, you 
know, loug been as ciear ** as the Sus 


at noon day.” 


The REGISPE, for 1817, buand 
in one volume (being Vol. 32), wit 
a Table ef Contents prefixed, is no¥ 
on sale at the Publishers, No. 192, 
Strand. Price seven shillings. This 
Volame contains thirty-eight Nua- 
bers, of which the former part wes 


written in England, and the latter it 





America 
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